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General News

Return all govt vehicles by January 2025
orders appointees

By Andy Ogbarmey-Tettey

resident Nana Akufo-Addo
Phas directed all outgoing

Ministers, Deputy Ministers,
Regional Ministers, and other
political appointees to return
official government vehicles by
Friday, January 3, 2025, as his

administration comes to an end.

The Office of the President
emphasized that the longstanding
directive, first issued at the end of
President Akufo-Addo’s first term
in 2020, “remains in full effect” as
the President’s second and final
term draws to a close.

Unlike past administrations that
allowed political appointees to
purchase one official saloon vehicle
through valuation by the State
Transport Company Ltd., President
Akufo-Addo has reiterated that
“this practice will not be applicable
under his administration.”

The directive applies to all political

appointees, including Ministers,
Deputy Ministers, Regional
Ministers, Special  Assistants,

Special Aides to the President and
Vice President, and individuals
serving as  Chairpersons or

Members of Statutory Boards and
Corporations under the Presidential
Office Act, 1993 (Act 463).

“No official vehicle shall be
acquired by any appointee of the
current administration as the
term concludes,” the statement
emphasized. The Office of the
President has instructed appointees
to return all government vehicles
in their possession to the Chief
Directors of their respective
Ministries by the stated deadline.

The directive, according to the
Presidency, underscores President
Akufo-Addo’s  “commitment to
accountability and the responsible
management of state resources.”

The Office expressed confidence
that all appointees will comply
fully with this measure and
ensure a smooth transition as the
administration concludes its term.

President Akufo-Addo has pledged
his commitment to ensuring a
seamless transition for President-
elect John Mahama as he prepares
to assume office.

Speaking ahead of a meeting at the
Jubilee House on Wednesday, which

focused on the inauguration of a
joint transitional team, President
Akufo-Addo emphasized the need
for a smooth process that protects
the interests of Ghanaians.

The President told journalists, “to
assure him of my full support and
that of my government over the
transitional process to make sure
that this administration takes off in
the best of conditions.”

Mahama,
his

President-elect
in response,

John
expressed

Akufo-Addo, President of Ghana

- Akufo-Addo

appreciation and reiterated the
importance of collaboration during
and beyond the transition period.
“I'm happy at the assurance he has
given us that we’re going to work
together in the interest of Ghana
to ensure a seamless transition,
and I believe that even after that
transition, it will be necessary
for us to continue to keep a
channel of communication so that
Ghana’s democratic credentials
are consolidated and we all work
together in the national interest,” he
stated.

Lack of investment and effective planning responsible

for 2024 post-election violence - Criminologist

By Andy Ogbarmey-Tettey

criminologist at the Kwame
ANkrumah University  of
Science and Technology
(KNUST), Jones Opoku-Ware,
has attributed the recent chaos
following the 2024 general elections

to ineffective planning by security
agencies.

He pointed out that resources are
often concentrated on the lead-up
to and the duration of elections,
while post-election issues receive
little attention.

Discussing the unrest in certain
regions after the general elections,
Mr. Opoku-Ware remarked, “We
didn’t pay much attention to the
aftermath of the election. If you
look at the security arrangements,
a lot more focus and resources are
dedicated to the period before and
during the election, but we usually
overlook what happens after the
election results are declared.”

The criminologistalso clarified that,
contrary to popular belief, violence
can emerge not only from the losing
parties but also from those who are
anticipated to win. He remarked,
“The violence may not necessarily
come from people who have lost but
probably from those who are likely
to be declared as winners.”

Following  the  December 7
elections, several regions across
the country have witnessed post-
election violence. In the past three
days, a number of state institutions,
including the Forestry Commission
in Sunyani, the National Disaster

Management Organisation
(NADMO) in Accra, Electoral
Commission offices in various
districts, and the Metro Mass

Transport yard in Kaneshie, have
been targeted by groups of thugs.

In some cases, looters have stolen
government property such as
computers, agricultural supplies,

and other assets.

As of now, the Ghana Police Service
has apprehended 110 individuals
believed to be involved in these acts
of violence across the country. The
most recent arrest, on December
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Jones Opoku-Ware, Criminologist

10, involved four people allegedly
stealing building materials intended
for the construction of the Agenda
111 Hospital in Awutu Bereku,
Central Region.
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Mahama’s transition team raises alarm over last-minute
recruitment by the Akufo-Addo govt

By Abigail Twumwaa Ampofo

he transition team for former

I President John Mahama has
raised concerns over what it
describes as a “massive last-minute
recruitment” by the outgoing

government, ahead of the transition
of power.

Speaking during a media
engagement on Wednesday,
December 11, the spokesperson for
the transition team, Mr. Felix Kwakye
Ofosu, claimed that several state
agencies are making appointments
in a hurried and irregular manner,
with many of the new recruits
allegedly being supporters of the
New Patriotic Party (NPP). The
team claims these appointments
are being fast-tracked just before
the government leaves office.

“It has come to our attention that
quite a number of state agencies are
engaginginlast-minuterecruitment,
and these are being done in a
manner where NPP supporters are
being pushed through the system
to gain employment just before the
government exits power,” he said.

He cited the Ghana Revenue
Authority (GRA) as one institution

that has issued over 700 backdated
appointment letters, noting that
these recruits did not go through the
proper application and interview
processes, nor did they complete
mandatory medical checks.

A similar occurrence, he said, is
happening at the Bank of Ghana,
where “150 people are being given
appointment letters,” which he
condemned as “highly irregular.”
“GRA alone has issued appointment
letters to people who have not gone
through any credible appointment
process, not submitted applications
for employment, nor been
duly interviewed, and have not
undergone mandatory medicals,
yet they have received backdated
letters making them employees,’
Mr. Kwakye added.

He  slammed the  outgoing
government for disregarding a
precedent they set in 2016 when
they sent letters to the Mahama
government to halt all recruitment
before handing over power to the
Akufo-Addo-led government in
2017.

In addition to these recruitment
concerns, Mr. Kwakye also raised
alarms about large sums of money

being paid to certain companies,
one such example being the
Electricity Company of Ghana
(ECG), which the team claims is on
the verge of paying GHC 290 million
to a company called Hubtel.

The transition team has expressed
its concern that these actions
could lead to further instability
and irregularities as the new

government prepares to take office.
Meanwhile, Tamale North Member
of Parliament and member of the
subcommittee on the Transition
Team, Alhassan Suhuyini, has
announced that all appointments
made after the December 7 election
will be reviewed and potentially
reversed when the new government
assumes office on January 7.

President elect John Dramani Mahama and President Akofo-Addo

Ghana’s Major General Anita Asmah appointed as

UNDOF Force Commander

By Amanda Cartey

ajor General Anita Asmah of
M Ghana has been appointed

as the Head of Mission and
Force Commander for the United
Nations Disengagement Observer
Force (UNDOF), United Nations
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres
has announced.

Major General Asmah succeeds
Lieutenant General Nirmal Kumar
Thapa of Nepal, who will complete
his term in mid-December 2024.
The Secretary-General thanked
Lieutenant General Thapa for his
strong leadership and commitment
to United Nations peacekeeping.

Major General Asmah brings 31
yearsofexperienceinleadershipand
command within the Ghana Armed
Forces and in UN peacekeeping
missions. Recently, she served as
the Director General in the Ghana
Armed Forces’ Department of
Defence Civilian Establishment.
She was also the Deputy Force

Commander of UNDOF from 2021
to 2023.

In addition, Major General Asmah
has worked as a Staff Officer with
the United Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) from 2015-
2016 and 2012-2013, and as a
Military Observer with the United
Nations Organization Mission in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
(MONUC) from 2003-2004.

She has held other senior roles
in the Ghanaian Armed Forces,
including Director of Education,
Deputy Military Secretary, and
Course Director at the Kofi Annan
International Peacekeeping
Training Centre.

Major General Asmah holds a
Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of
Laws degree from the University of
Ghana. She is fluent in both English
and French.

The United Nations, founded in

1945, currently comprises 193
Member States. Its work is guided
by the purposes and principles
outlined in its founding Charter. The
UN has evolved over the years to
keep pace with a rapidly changing
world.

Major General Anita Asmah

However, one thing has remained
the same: the UN continues to be
the one place on Earth where all
the world’s nations can gather,
discuss common problems, and find
shared solutions that benefit all of
humanity.
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For business or leisure, there’s always
a little something extra.

Amenities:

* Delicious Breakfast » Pool with waterfall

» 24 Hour Parking » Refrigerators in all rooms
« Complimentary continental breakfast * WiFi Internet

* 37 min from the airport

Accra Beach Hotel

51 Beach Drive, Nungua P:233(0) 302711111-8
Reservations: 233 (0) 54 83 2518 4 bestwesternplusaccra.com

Wherever Life Takes You, Best Western Is There®

Each Best Western® branded hotel is independently owned and operated.
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IMF sets condition to review Ghana’s high debt distress

classification

By Amanda Cartey
he International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has outlined
conditions that Ghana

must meet in order to review the
country’s classification as being in
high debt distress.

In a released staff report, the IMF
noted that Ghana still carries this
designation due to near-term
breaches of the Debt Sustainability
Analysis (DSA) threshold.

As a result, Ghana is expected
to reach a moderate risk of debt
distress by 2028, once all the
targets have been met.

“In the Dbaseline, Ghana is at
high risk of debt distress due to
near-term breaches of the DSA
thresholds but is expected to reach
moderate risk of debt distress in
the medium term, with all DSA
sustainability targets met by 2028.
Ghana’s exceptional financing gap is
closed with international reserves
reaching three months of imports

at the end of the program.”

Ghana is expected to reduce its total
debt relative to the economy and
decrease spending on foreign debt
payments by 2028. This will involve
improving government revenue
collection and spending efficiency.
The IMF also wants Ghana to
strengthen its support systems
for the population, implement
changes to better manage its
currency, diversify its economy,
and encourage stronger economic
growth.

The IMF’s announcement comes as
the government states it has nearly
completed the restructuring of the
country’s debts, with about 90% of
the process already finished.

A recent report from the Bank of
Ghana shows that Ghana'’s total debt
has slightly reduced due to progress
in restructuring foreign debts.
The data reveals that Ghana's debt
dropped by more than 46 billion
cedis from September, reaching 761
billion cedis by the end of October
2024.

IMF

Ghana to receive $14million from Switzerland to foster
local governance

By Andy Ogbarmey-Tettey

he Government of Ghana and

I Switzerland have signed a

CHF 12 million (about USD

$14 million) grant agreement to

support the implementation of

the District Assemblies Common

Fund Responsiveness Factor Grant
(DACF-RFG).

The DACF-RFG is a performance-
based grant system designed
to incentivize Metropolitan,
Municipal, and District Assemblies
(MMDAs) to improve efficiency,
transparency, and accountability in
local governance.

The landmark signing ceremony,
held in Accra, was attended by
Ghana’s Minister for Finance, Dr
Mohammed Amin Adam, the Swiss
Ambassador to Ghana, Simone
Giger, and other key stakeholders.

The grant seeks to strengthen
decentralized governance, enhance
accountability, and improve the
delivery of essential services at the
local level.

Speaking at the event, Ghana’s
Minister for Finance, Dr Mohammed
Amin Adam, expressed profound

gratitude to the Swiss Government
for its unwavering support of
Ghana’s development agenda.

“Switzerland’s financial
contribution of CHF 12 million to
the DACF-RFG underscores the
strong and enduring partnership
between our two nations,” the
Minister noted.

He highlighted Switzerland’s
commitment to the DACF-RFG
framework, describing it as, “a
testament to her shared vision
for sustainable development and
effective decentralization in Ghana.”.
Dr. Amin Adam acknowledged
challenges such as delays in
fund disbursement that have
occasionally hindered the
program’s effectiveness. However,
he expressed optimism about the
progress made and the commitment
of stakeholders to addressing these
issues.

Swiss Ambassador Simone Giger
emphasized that local governance
and decentralization were key
pillars of Switzerland’s cooperation
with Ghana.

“From my visit to some project

sites in 12 regions of the country,
it was clear citizens were direct
beneficiaries of the support from
the government of Switzerland, a
situation she described as, ‘heart-
warming’,”  Ambassador  Giger
remarked.

She commended Ghana for
the judicious use of the DACF-

RFG, highlighting its impact
and reaffirming  Switzerland’s
commitment to the program’s
success.
e ——

Swiss Ambassador to Ghana, Simone Giger and Ghana’s Minister for Finance, Dr

Mohammed Amin Adam
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International

High health-care costs in Africa continue to push

over 150 million into poverty

Source: WHO

n Universal Health Coverage Day,
O anew report by the World Health

Organization (WHO) Regional
office for Africa finds that most African
countries continue to rely heavily on
out-of-pocket payments[1] (or out-of-
pocket health spending) to fund their
health services, and urges countries
to reduce the financial strains that
high health-care costs place on their
population.

The practice of out-of-pocket payments,
warns the report, continues to: place a
financial burden on over 200 million
people, including pushing over 150
million people into or deeper into
poverty (latest data, from 2019) across
the WHO Africa Region; exact a heavy
price on people’s health; and hamper
progress in attaining universal health
coverage. In fact, globally, half of all
people impoverished because of out-of-
pocket payments live in Africa - a rising
and worrying trend.

“Having to pay for medicines and
other health-care costs out of their
own pocket can instantly bend the
trajectory of someone’s life toward
financial hardship and ill health. Such
payments force many people to spend
less on other basic needs such as food,
housing and utilities, which, in turn,
may worsen their conditions. This also
creates a major barrier for the poorest
and the most vulnerable who cannot
get, as a result, the care they need,” said
Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO’s Regional
Director for Africa.

“Despite countries’ efforts to build
more sustainable health financing
systems, more needs to be done so that
people across Africa have access to the
quality health services they need, when
and where they need them, without

having to fall into financial hardship,”
added Dr Moeti.

Between 2000 and 2019, the period
analysed by the report, the number of
people making ‘catastrophic’ out-of-
pocket payments (i.e. spending over
10% of their household budget on
medicines and other health-care costs)
rose every year by 2.5 million people
(from 52 million in 2000 to 95 million
in 2019). That said, progress, albeit at
a slower pace than globally, has been
made during the same period, with
the overall number of people pushed
into or deeper into poverty because of
out-of-pocket payments having halved
between 2000 and 2019.

A look at the report’s key data and
findings in detail

In 2019, out-of-pocket payments
accounted for over a quarter of
health spending in 31 countries. In 11
countries, out-of-pockets payments
were more than a half of health
spending, and in three other countries,
they exceeded 70%.

The number of people pushed into
poverty and the number of people
living in extreme poverty (on less
than $2.15 a day) pushed further into
poverty because of out-of-pockets
payments has decreased, having halved
from 302 million people in 2000 to
152 million in 2019. However, it did
not decrease as fast as in the rest of
the world, where it dropped by over
three quarters during the same period
(from 1.3 billion people or 22.2% of
the global population in 2000 to 344
million people or 4.4% in 2019).

Worryingly, half of all people who are
impoverished globally because of out-
of-pocket payments live in the WHO

Africa region, a trend that has been on
the rise since 2000, when, globally, only
two out of ten impoverished people
were in Africa.

Catastrophic out-of-pocket payments
have increased, although at a slower
rate than globally. More efforts are
needed to reverse this trend. This
includes exempting poor people from
paying out-of-pocket for the treatment
they need.

The number of people pushed into or
deeper into poverty because of out-
of-pocket payments is of particular
concern given that, on average, a
person in Africa is spending less (about
$35 per year in 2019) on healthcare
than anywhere else in the world.

People living in multigenerational
households or households headed by
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older persons (60 and over), adults
living with children and/or adolescents
and people living in rural areas are
more likely to feel the financial burden
of having to make out-of-pocket
payments.

Countries that invested more domestic
government funding in health services
and systems tended to have lower
levels of catastrophic out-of-pocket
payments and impoverishment due to
such payments.

Medicines and outpatient care were the
main drivers of out-of-pocket payments
and related financial hardship.

Countries continue to face challenges
with generating, analysing and using
financial risk protection monitoring
data.

Source: Africanews

en soldiers were killed and
seven others injured in a
terrorist attack near Niger’s

border with Burkina Faso, the army
confirmed on Wednesday.

The attack occurred Tuesday
in the village of Petel Kole,
where hundreds of militants on
motorcycles targeted a military
position. The army reported that 26
attackers were “neutralized.”

Meanwhile, claims of another
assault in Chatoumane circulated
on social media, but Niger’s junta

dismissed them as “unfounded.”
Military officials accused
adversaries of spreading falsehoods
to weaken troop morale.

Since a military coup in July
2023 ousted President Mohamed
Bazoum, Niger has faced escalating
violence from militant groups
linked to Al-Qaeda and DAESH.

Over 1,500 civilians and soldiers
have been killed in attacks this year,
a sharp rise from 650 fatalities
reported in the previous year,
according to ACLED.

Nigerien soldiers
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